
Board of Directors Ballot

_____   Carole Barlage 

_____   Scott Quitmeyer 

_____   Cathy Johnson 

_____   _____________ 

  (Write-in)

Vote for Two by placing an � on the line in front of your two choices. 

(Households with two Senior Center Members residing -  

please vote with � and � on the line next to two choices) 

Please mail postcard BEFORE January 15, 2021.

PG. 1

Did you know that Katy’s Swing 
Band was featured on KOOL TV 
on December 19th and again on 
Christmas Day?  Viewers were 
able to enjoy classic holiday 
music, featuring our own Katy’s 
Swing Band, from the comfort of 
their homes.  The music was the 
original performance of the 
Holiday Swing and Sweets 
concert performed at the AAAA 
Theatre in December, 2019.  
Thanks to KOOL-TV for helping 
the Senior Center air this 
performance for the enjoyment of 
everyone. 
In case you missed it, you can 
click the link on our website to 
watch the entire performance. 

The Alexandria Senior Center has cancelled all activities indefinitely 
during this time of increased COVID-19 cases in our county. All Senior 
Center activities were cancelled as of Friday, November 20, 2020 and 
the Senior Center Board of Directors will reevaluate the situation again 
in January 2021.  
Please watch and listen for a reopening date through local & social 
media, radio and email. 
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The Alexandria Senior Center’s Board of 
Directors is comprised of nine volunteer 
members.  Two current board members, 
Jeff Morse and Jim Bjerkness have 
resigned their positions for various 
reasons.  Their board positions have 2 
years and 1 year, respectively, left in their 
terms.  The board has appointed two 
members to fill these positions; Carol 
Strong for the 2 year term and Bob 
Ritlinger for the 1 year term.  Carol Strong 
has been on the board in the past before 
leaving her term early to take the Interim 
Executive Director position for the Center.  
Bob Ritlinger, our current Library 
Executive Director at the Center, will join 
the board for the first time.

KATY’S SWING 

BAND APPEARS 

FOR HOLIDAY 

SWING ON 

KOOL-TV 

SENIOR CENTER CLOSED TEMPORARILY, AGAIN...

TWO BOARD 

POSITIONS ARE UP 

FOR ELECTION

Enclosed in this newsletter is a postage-
paid ballot/postcard.  Please vote for the 
TWO people you would like to elect to the 
Alexandria Senior Center Board of 
Directors.  The annual election of 
directors for the board is usually held in 
November, at the Annual Meeting, 
however, because of the pandemic, we’ve 
had to postpone the Annual Meeting twice 
and we’ve had to re-think the process and 
have decided to elect the new directors 
via mail as there will not be an in-person 
meeting held in the near future.  The new 
Board is then set to take over January 20, 
2021.  
Please vote and mail the postcard 

before January 15, 2021, by placing an 
“X” next to two names and mail the 
postcard back to us, it’s that simple.  The 
postage is already included.   
For those households with two Senior 
Center members residing, please place a 
check mark next to or instead of an “X” for 
the second person voting on the same 
ballot/postcard.  

Please vote via enclosed  
pre-stamped postcard/ballot   





FROM THE PRESIDENT

By the time you all get this Christmas may be over and 
we'll be awaiting the New Year.  In this time of high 
distress I still wish everyone a wonderful holiday season.  
We recently experienced the resignation of two of our 
board members.  These losses may be felt for some time, 
but we will continue our work as usual.  Two individuals 
who are very loyal to the Center accepted appointments 
to fill those terms.  Over the last two years as your president of the board, I am 
amazed at the amount of work the board members do.  There is no way we 
could pay these people for the time and effort they put in on our behalf.  The 
Center would quickly go broke.  The work they do actually makes me look good 
as I look back on this time.  Give them a pat on the back or knuckles when you 
see them.  I know I certainly thank them all, because they made the job of 
president much easier than I anticipated.   
You will be electing new board members for the following term of three years.  
Please fill out the postcard ballots furnished in this newsletter.  Then mail it.  
Easy as that. 
 
Your President of the Board, 
Don Semerad

PG. 3

Alexandria is a beautiful area to visit 
during the winter time with all the winter 
activities one can participate in.  The 
community and especially the Senior 
Center have done a great job of 
scheduling opening, activities and 
business during these difficult times. 
Talk about blessings, each of us have our 
long lists.  Good health is on each 
person’s list and at the top of mine.  
Another highest blessing of 2020 was the 
quilt accomplishments the Senior Quilting 
Ladies did so faithfully from home.  Due 
to the fact that so many places were 
closed, only the United Way made 
arrangements for me to deliver 101 quilts, 
coats, scarves, mittens, etc.  They were 
very appreciative for the beautiful, warm 
quilts.  The early snow and cold depleted 
their supply and ours was a great 
welcome.  The last, but not least, was the 
festive lighting of Christmas lights in 
downtown Alexandria. 
For newcomers in the area, you are 
welcome to join us the 1st, 3rd and 5th 
Friday of each month at the Senior 
Center.  For more information call the 
Center. 
 
Blessings & Joy, 
Shirley Ross  

QUILT ROOM 

BLESSINGS

CORNERCOPIA GIFT 

SHOP AT VIKING MALL

By Carol Strong 
 
A very special thank you to the Viking Mall. 
The Mall staff provided the Senior Center 
with kiosk space for our Cornercopia Gift 
Shop on December 16-17. As a result we 
were able to sell many beautiful crafts and 
gifts donated throughout the year by our 
members. 
The event was successful and a bit of 
holiday fun with revenue over $1,100. 
Thank you to our generous and gifted 
donors and to Pauline Semerad and Carol 
Strong, who organized and hosted the 
event.  Though we were hiding behind our 
masks, it was a treat to visit with our 
customers who stopped to visit. 

We have three Senior Center members running for two open director positions on the 
Center’s Board of Directors this year.  Carole Barlage, Scott Quitmeyer and Cathy 

Johnson.  All members are asked to vote for two, using the enclosed postcard/ballot 
and drop it in the mail before January 15, 2021. 
Carole Barlage has been a member of the Senior Center for 6+ years.  She enjoys 
helping in the Senior Center kitchen for the Center’s fundraising events and also helps 
make lefse for the Senior Center’s exhibit at the Douglas County Fair every year.  She 
also likes to help with the card recycling at the Center.  
Barlage was a nurse at Mayo Clinic for 17 years and also was a Girl Scout and Boy 
Scout leader and a Band Mom while her six children were growing up.  When Barlage 
moved to Alexandria she worked at the Douglas County Hospital (Alomere) as a casual 
position for about 16 years.  She is also on the board for New Horizons. 
Barlage seeks a position on the Senior Center board because she thinks it’s a great 
place and has a lot to offer the seniors.  
Scott Quitmeyer was born and raised in Alexandria.  He lived in Willmar for 12 years 
before returning to Alexandria about 25 years ago.  He is self-employed in 
rental/property management. 
Quitmeyer enjoys spending time at the Senior Center, has volunteered his time for 
numerous fundraising events and has helped the Senior Center out with some needed 
maintenance and projects.  He also has volunteered for Meals on Wheels.   
If elected to the board of directors, Quitmeyer hopes to use his expertise to help out 
with the Center’s facility decisions. 
Before moving to Alexandria 29 years ago, Cathy Johnson was a director of a large 
child-care center.  She has a degree in child development.  Since living in Alexandria, 
she has become a professional volunteer, both at the Douglas County Museum and 
the Senior Center. 
Johnson has headed up the annual Senior Center Garage Sale for many years, taught 
painting classes and helped with many other Senior Center fundraising events.  
Johnson said she likes to think positive and is interested in seeing the Senior Center 
stay active and relevant in the future.  She would like the opportunity to help the Senior 
Center with its future.

WHO’S ON THE BALLOT?



414 Hawthorne Street 
Alexandria, MN  56308 

 320-762-2087 
 www.alexsrctr.org 
info@alexsrctr.org

SENIOR CENTER 

CLOSED 

TEMPORARILY

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Reach the Senior Market 

ADVERTISE HERE
Contact Nancy to place an ad today! 

320-762-2087

 
PRSRT STD 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PA I D  

PERMIT NO. 34 
ALEXANDRIA, MN 

President - Don Semerad  •  Vice President - Deb Shea  •  Treasurer - Mary Nitti  •  Secretary - Toni Tebben 

Denise Strand  •  Carol Erickson  •  Vi Frisch  •  Carol Strong  •  Bob Ritlinger 

Executive Director - Nancy Haggenmiller 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
To support healthy, active living for people over 50 by providing social, educational, nutritional and informational services.
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